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The survivors of terrorism, the families of its
victims who surround me, and all the Amer-
ican people deserve nothing less.

[At this point, the President signed the legis-
lation.]

The President. Thank you all very much.

Extraterritorial Impact of Sanctions
Q. Mr. President, France says the Euro-

peans will retaliate if this measure is imple-
mented.

The President. Well, of course that’s their
decision to make. But every advanced coun-
try is going to have to make up its mind
whether it can do business with people by
day who turn around and fuel attacks on their
innocent civilians by night. That’s a decision
that every country’s going to have to make.

I will say this, I am encouraged that we
are doing more with our allies than before
to fight terrorism and that there is broader
agreement than there has been before on
specific measures. But in extreme cases
where we disagree and where it is obvious
that basically turning away from the implica-
tions of state support of terrorism has not
worked, the United States has to act. And
I can only hope that some day soon, all coun-
tries will come to realize that you simply can’t
do business with people by day who are kill-
ing your people by night.

Robert Dole’s Tax Cut Proposal
Q. Mr. President, what do you think of

Senator Dole’s apparent plan to cut taxes 15
percent, 50 percent on capital gains, and so
forth. Will it hurt you?

The President. Well, the most important
thing is: Will it hurt the American people?
And I favor targeted tax cuts for education
that are paid for. I am unalterably opposed
to going back to the mistake we made before
in having big tax cuts that are not paid for.
It will balloon the deficit, raise interest rates,
and weaken the economy. That’s the only
thing that matters: What impact will it have
on the American people?

Thank you very much. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:42 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. H.R. 3107, ap-
proved August 5, was assigned Public Law No.
104–172.

Remarks on American Security in a
Changing World at George
Washington University

August 5, 1996

Thank you very much. President
Trachtenberg, I was in the neighborhood so
I thought I’d drop by. [Laughter] Dean Har-
ding, members of the George Washington
University community, Congressman Cardin,
Congressman King, Congressman Matsui.
Senator McGovern, thank you for coming,
sir. Delighted to see you. And by the way,
thank you for writing your brave book about
your daughter and for going around the
country and talking about her. Thank you so
much. I want to thank the family members
of the victims of Pan Am Flight 103 who are
here with me today, as well as two of those
who were held hostage in Iran back in 1980
who are here today—and ’79. Thank you for
coming.

I’m pleased to be back here at George
Washington, especially as you celebrate your
175th anniversary. President James Monroe
signed the congressional charter establishing
GW. I can only applaud his wisdom and hope
that 175 years from now our administration
will be associated with a similarly proud leg-
acy. I think he would be very proud if he
could see what GW has become.

Last night the centennial Olympics came
to an end. It was a great Olympics for Amer-
ica not only because of the triumphs of our
athletes but also because of the magnificent
job done by the city of Atlanta and all the
other hosts. But in a larger sense, it was a
great event not just for Americans but for
people everywhere who believe in peace and
freedom, who believe in individual achieve-
ment and common effort.

I believe we love the Olympics because
they work the way we think the world ought
to work. They are possible because all dif-
ferent kinds of people come together in mu-
tual respect and mutual acceptance of the
rules of the games. No one wins by breaking
their opponent’s legs or by bad-mouthing
their opponents in a public forum. Instead,
victory comes from doing well in a good way.
And all who strive are honored, as we saw
when our volunteers cleared the track for the
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brave, injured marathon runner who was the
very last finisher in the race.

Most individuals and teams from the 197
competing nations did not win any medal,
but they all had their chance, did their best,
and were better for their efforts. That is what
we want for our country and the world at
the edge of a new century and a new millen-
nium.

In the world of the 21st century, the Olym-
pic way will become possible in the lives of
more people than ever before. More people
than ever before will have the chance to live
their dreams. The explosion of knowledge,
communication, travel, and trade will bring
us all closer together in the global village.
But as we saw in that terrible moment of
terror in Centennial Park, this new openness
also makes us more vulnerable to the forces
of destruction that know no national bound-
aries.

The pipe bomb reminded us, as did the
murder of 19 fine American service men in
Saudi Arabia and the still unresolved crash
of TWA 800, that if we want the benefits
of this new world we must defeat the forces
who would destroy it by killing the innocent,
to strike fear and burn hatred into the hearts
of the rest of us. This is a lesson and a respon-
sibility every American must accept. As the
mayor of Montoursville, a town of just 5,000
people in Pennsylvania that lost 21 of its
brightest hopes for the future on TWA Flight
800, said, ‘‘No matter how secluded and how
innocent we are, once we leave our commu-
nity we’re subject to the troubles of the out-
side world.’’

America faces three great challenges as we
enter the 21st century: keeping the American
dream alive for all who are willing to work
for it; bringing our own country together, not
dividing it; and making sure America remains
the strongest force in the world for peace
and freedom, security and prosperity.

I come to this place of learning and reason,
a place so focused on the future, to explain
why we cannot meet our own challenges of
opportunity and responsibility and commu-
nity unless we also maintain our indispen-
sable role of leadership for peace and free-
dom in the world.

The worldwide changes in how people
work, live, and relate to each other are the

fastest and perhaps the most profound in his-
tory. Most of these changes are good: The
cold war is over; our country is at peace; our
economy is strong; democracy and free mar-
kets are taking root on every continent. The
blocs, the barriers, the borders that defined
the world for our parents and grandparents
are giving way, with the help of a new genera-
tion of extraordinary technology. Every day
millions of people use laptops, modems, CD–
ROM’s, and satellites to send ideas and prod-
ucts and money all across the planet in sec-
onds. The opportunities to build a safer
world and a more prosperous future are
enormous.

But for all the promise of our time, we
are not free from peril. Fascism and com-
munism may be dead or discredited, but the
forces of destruction live on. We see them
in the sudden explosions of ethnic, racial, re-
ligious, and tribal hatred. We see them in
the reckless acts of rogue states. We see them
especially in the dangerous webs of new
threats of terrorism, international crime and
drug trafficking, and the continuing threat
that weapons of mass destruction might
spread across the globe. These forces of de-
struction find opportunity in the very open-
ness, freedom, and progress we cherish.

We must recognize that modern tech-
nologies by themselves will not make for us
a new world of peace and freedom. Tech-
nology can be used for good or evil. Amer-
ican leadership is necessary to assure that the
consequences are good. That is why we have
worked so hard to seize the opportunities
created by change and to move swiftly and
strongly against the new threats that change
has produced.

To seize the opportunities, we are
strengthening our alliances, dramatically re-
ducing the danger of weapons of mass de-
struction, leading the march for peace and
democracy throughout the world, and creat-
ing much greater prosperity at home by
opening markets to American products
abroad.

Our alliances are the bedrock of American
leadership. As we saw in the Gulf war, in
Haiti, and now in Bosnia, many other nations
who share our goals will also share our bur-
dens. In Europe we have supported the
forces of democracy and reform in the
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former Soviet Union, the removal of Russian
troops from the Baltics, and led the way to
opening NATO’s doors to Europe’s new de-
mocracies through the Partnership For
Peace, as Europe, the main battleground for
the bloodiest century in history, is finally
coming together peacefully.

In Asia we have revitalized our security al-
liance with Japan, joined with South Korea
to promote lasting peace on the Korean Pe-
ninsula, and worked steadily to encourage
the emergence of a strong, stable, open
China. The end of the cold war has also al-
lowed us to lift the dark cloud of nuclear
fear that had hung over our heads for 50
years. Today not a single Russian missile is
pointed at our citizens or cities. We are cut-
ting Russian and American arsenals by two-
thirds from their cold war height. We helped
Ukraine, Belarus, and Kazakhstan to give up
their nuclear weapons which were left on
their land when the Soviet Union dissolved.

We are working with Japan and Korea, and
we have persuaded North Korea to freeze
the dangerous nuclear program it had been
developing for over a decade. We have ad-
vanced the struggle for peace and freedom.
When people live free and at peace, we are
more secure because they are less likely to
resort to violence or to abuse human rights,
and more likely to be better trading partners
and partners in our common struggle against
terrorism, international crime and drug traf-
ficking, environmental degradation.

Because America is taking those risks for
peace and democracy, the dictators are gone
from Haiti. Democracy is back and the flow
of desperate refugees has stopped. In Bosnia
the snipers’ killing fields have become chil-
dren’s playing fields once again. In Northern
Ireland and the Middle East, though difficul-
ties remain, conflicts that once seemed
unsolvable are moving closer to resolution.

None of these struggles is easy. There is
no guarantee of success. But we will continue
to work for success, and we will make a dif-
ference.

Finally, we have seized the opportunity to
better our people’s lives at home by opening
markets abroad. The true measure of our se-
curity includes not only physical safety but
economic well-being as well. Decades from
now people will look back on this period and

see the most far-reaching changes in the
world trading system in generations, changes
that are good for the American people,
changes that include 200 new trade agree-
ments, including GATT and NAFTA, the
Summit of the Americas, the Asian-Pacific
leaders’ commitment to bring down trade
barriers. Because of these changes America
is the world’s number one exporter again,
and we have a million new high-paid jobs
as a result.

Now, none of these achievements just hap-
pened. They came about because we worked
with others to share the risk and cost of en-
gagement, because we used the power of our
example and, where necessary, the example
of our power. They happened because we
were willing to make tough choices today
knowing they would pay off for you tomor-
row. Above all, they happened because we
refused to listen to those who said that with
the cold war over America could choose es-
capism over engagement. Had we done so
we would have weakened the world’s reach
for freedom and tolerance and prosperity and
undermined our own security and prosperity.

The fact is America remains the indispen-
sable nation. There are times when America
and only America can make a difference be-
tween war and peace, between freedom and
repression, between hope and fear. Of
course, we can’t take on all the world’s bur-
den. We cannot become its policemen. But
where our interests and values demand it and
where we can make a difference, America
must act and lead.

Nowhere is that responsibility more clear
or more urgent than in the struggle against
terrorism. No one is immune, whether you’re
riding a subway in Tokyo or a bus in Tel
Aviv, whether you’re window shopping in
London or walking the streets in Moscow,
whether you’re doing your duty in Saudi Ara-
bia or going to work in Oklahoma City. Ter-
rorism has become an equal opportunity de-
stroyer, with no respect for borders.

Whether we like it or not, in ways both
good and bad we are living in an inter-
dependent world. That’s why we must break
down the walls in our mind between foreign
and domestic policy. And I might say, Mr.
President, on this 175th anniversary, that is
one of the intellectual objectives that I hope
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our great universities will commit themselves
to.

The reality is our personal, community,
and national prosperity depend upon our
policies on economics in trade at home and
abroad. Our personal, community, and na-
tional well-being depends upon our policies
on the environment at home and abroad.
Most dramatically, our personal, community,
and national security depend upon our poli-
cies on terrorism at home and abroad. We
cannot advance the common good at home
without also advancing the common good
around the world. We cannot reduce the
threats to our people without reducing
threats to the world beyond our borders.
That’s why the fight against terrorism must
be both a national priority and a national se-
curity priority.

We have pursued a concerted national and
international strategy against terrorism on
three fronts: First, beyond our borders, by
working more closely than ever with our
friends and allies; second, here at home, by
giving law enforcement the most powerful
counterterrorism tools available; and third, in
our airports and airplanes by increasing avia-
tion security.

This will be a long, hard struggle. There
will be setbacks along the way. But just as
no enemy could drive us from the fight to
meet our challenges and protect our values
in World War II and the cold war, we will
not be driven from the tough fight against
terrorism today. Terrorism is the enemy of
our generation, and we must prevail.

First, on the international front, stopping
the spread of terrorism clearly requires com-
mon action. The United States has a special
responsibility to lead in this effort. Over the
past 4 years, our intelligence services have
been sharing more information than ever
with other nations. We’ve opened up a law
enforcement academy in Budapest which is
training people from 23 nations, an FBI of-
fice in Moscow, and just last Friday, Con-
gress gave us the funding for FBI offices in
Cairo, Islamabad, Tel Aviv, and Beijing.

We’ve requested more money for intel-
ligence in 1997. This focus is making a dif-
ference. As the Senate intelligence commit-
tee concluded in its 1996 report on the intel-
ligence authorization bill, the work of U.S.

intelligence agencies against terrorism has
been an example of effective coordination
and information sharing.

I’ve also worked to rally other nations to
the fight against terrorism: last year at the
U.N. General Assembly; this spring at the
historic Summit of Peacemakers at Sharm al-
Sheikh, where 29 nations, including 13 Arab
nations, for the first time condemned terror-
ism in Israel and anywhere else it occurs in
the Middle East and throughout the world;
at the G–7 Summit in Lyons and the recently
held follow-on conference we called for in
Paris, where we were represented ably by
the Attorney General.

Now, the point of all these efforts with
other countries is not to talk but to act. More
countries are acting with us. More countries
are taking the ‘‘no sanctuary’’ pledge and liv-
ing up to their extradition laws so that terror-
ists have no place to run or hide. More coun-
tries are helping us to shut down the gray
markets that outfit terrorists with weapons
and false documents.

Last week in Paris, the G–7 nations and
Russia agreed to pursue a sweeping set of
measures to prevent terrorists from acting
and to catch them if they do. And we set
timetables with specific dates by which
progress must be made. We’re also working
with Saudi Arabia to improve the security of
our forces stationed there, so that we can
continue to deter aggression by rogue states
and stand against terrorism in the Middle
East.

After Khobar Towers, I immediately or-
dered investigations by the FBI and a com-
mission headed by General Wayne Downing,
which is to report to me later this month.
While it’s too early to reach conclusions,
these investigations are moving aggressively
in cooperation with our host. And we are
working with the Saudi Government to move
almost all our troops to other bases to better
protect them from terrorist attacks.

Even though we’re working more closely
with our allies than ever and there is more
agreement on what needs to be done than
ever, we do not always agree. Where we don’t
agree, the United States cannot and will not
refuse to do what we believe is right. That’s
why we have maintained or strengthened
sanctions against states that sponsor terror-
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ism: Iran, Iraq, Libya, and Sudan. You cannot
do business with countries that practice com-
merce with you by day while funding or pro-
tecting the terrorists who kill you and your
innocent civilians by night. That is wrong. I
hope and expect that before long our allies
will come around to accepting this fun-
damental truth.

This morning I signed into law the Iran-
Libya sanctions act. It builds on what we’ve
already done to isolate those regimes by im-
posing tough penalties on foreign companies
that go forward with new investments in key
sectors. The act will help to deny them the
money they need to finance international ter-
rorism or to acquire weapons of mass de-
struction. It will increase the pressure on
Libya to extradite the suspects in the bomb-
ing of Pan Am 103.

With us today, as I said before, are some
of those families and the loved ones of other
victims of terrorism sponsored by Iran and
Libya. Let me repeat the pledge I made to
them earlier. We will not rest in our efforts
to track down, prosecute, and punish terror-
ists and to keep the heat on those who sup-
port them. And we must not rest in that ef-
fort.

The second part of our strategy is to give
American law enforcement officials the most
powerful tools available to fight terrorism
without undermining our civil liberties. In
the wake of Oklahoma City, I strengthened
the terrorism bill I had previously sent to
Congress but which had not then been
passed. Despite the vow of Congress to act
quickly, it took a year before that bill came
to my desk to be signed.

The bill had some very good points. It
made terrorism a Federal offense, expanded
the role of the FBI, imposed the death pen-
alty for terrorism. As strong as it was, how-
ever, it did not give our law enforcement offi-
cials other tools they needed and that they
had asked for, including increased wiretap
authority for terrorists to parallel that which
we have for people involved in organized
crime now, and chemical markers for the
most common explosives so that we can more
easily track down bombmakers.

After the bombing in Atlanta, Congress
said it would reconsider these and other
measures. I immediately called the congres-

sional leadership to the White House and
urged them to put together a package and
vote it into law before they left for the August
recess last Friday. I am disappointed, and
more importantly, the America people are
disappointed that that job was not done.
These additional measures would save lives.
They would make us all more secure. When
the Congress returns from the August recess,
we will take them up again, and we must
get the job done.

There is more I will ask Congress to do.
Next month I will submit to Congress the
‘‘International Crime Control Act’’ that our
Justice, State, and Treasury Departments
drafted at my request, because more and
more, terrorism, international organized
crime, and drug trafficking are going hand
in hand. This bill expands our fight against
money laundering, so criminals and terrorists
will have a tougher time financing their ac-
tivities. It strengthens our extradition powers
and border controls to keep more criminals
and terrorists out of America. It increases the
ability of American law enforcement to pros-
ecute those who commit violent crimes
against Americans abroad. Congress should
pass it.

And once again, I urge the Senate to ratify
the Chemical Weapons Convention, so that
we can eliminate chemical weapons stock-
piles and give our law enforcement new pow-
ers to investigate and prosecute people plan-
ning attacks with such weapons. We have
seen the terrible, destructive impact of sarin
gas in the Tokyo subway. Within a month
of that attack, Japan’s Diet ratified the
Chemical Weapons Convention, but we still
have not done so. If the Chemical Weapons
Convention were in force today, it would be
much more difficult for terrorists to acquire
chemical weapons. They are not waiting, and
we shouldn’t either.

Finally, the third front of our struggle
against terrorism is the airports and airplanes
that bring us all closer together. Air travel
remains the safest form of transportation.
And our airlines have the best safety record
and security record in the business. But that’s
a small consolation when a single attack can
take so many lives.

Last year we began field testing new high-
tech explosive detection machines in Atlanta
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and San Francisco. We significantly in-
creased security at our airports, and the FAA
created a new Government and industry
panel to review airline security.

After the TWA crash, I ordered new meas-
ures to increase the security of air travel. As
any of you who have flown in recent days
will have noticed, we’re doing more hand
searches and machine screening of luggage.
We’re requiring preflight inspections for
every plane flying to or from the United
States—every plane, every cabin, every cargo
hold, every time. The Vice President is lead-
ing a commission on aviation security that
is to report back to me within 45 days with
an action plan to deploy machines that can
detect the most sophisticated explosives and
other needed changes.

Now, I know all this has led to some extra
inconvenience for air travelers, and it may
lead eventually to a modest increase in the
cost of air travel. But the increased safety
and peace of mind will be worth it.

So, greater international cooperation,
stronger American law enforcement, safer air
travel, these are the fronts of our concerted
strategy against terrorism. Much of this work
by law enforcement, intelligence, and mili-
tary professionals goes unheralded, but we
are getting results. For example, we pre-
vented attacks on the United Nations and the
Holland Tunnel in New York. We thwarted
an attempt to bomb American passenger
planes from the skies over the Pacific. We
convicted those responsible for the World
Trade Center bombing and arrested suspects
in the Oklahoma City and Unabomber cases.
We’ve tracked down terrorists around the
world and extradited more terrorists in 4
years than in the previous 12.

But I want to make it clear to the Amer-
ican people that while we can defeat terror-
ists, it will be a long time before we defeat
terrorism. America will remain a target be-
cause we are uniquely present in the world,
because we act to advance peace and democ-
racy, because we have taken a tougher stand
against terrorism, and because we are the
most open society on Earth. But to change
any of that, to pull our troops back from the
world’s trouble spots, to turn our backs on
those taking risks for peace, to weaken our
opposition against terrorism, to curtail the

freedom that is our birthright would be to
give terrorism a victory it must not and will
not have.

In this fight, as in so many other challenges
around the world, American leadership is in-
dispensable. In assuming our leadership in
the struggle against terrorism we must be
neither reluctant nor arrogant, but realistic,
determined, and confident. And we must un-
derstand that in this battle we must deploy
more than police and military resources.
Every one of you counts; every American
counts.

Our greatest strength is our confidence.
And that is the target of the terrorists. Make
no mistake about it: The bombs that kill and
maim innocent people are not really aimed
at them but at the spirit of our whole country
and the spirit of freedom. Therefore, the
struggle against terrorism involves more than
the new security measures I have ordered
and the others I am seeking. Ultimately, it
requires the confident will of the American
people to retain our convictions for freedom
and peace and to remain the indispensable
force in creating a better world at the dawn
of a new century.

Everywhere I travel on behalf of our coun-
try I encounter people who look up to us
because of what we stand for and what we’re
willing to stand against. I have said this be-
fore, but when Hillary and I visited the
Olympic Village, I was so moved by the ath-
letes who came up to me and talked about
what America had meant to their country:
a young Croatian athlete who thanked me
for our efforts there, not long after Secretary
Brown’s plane crashed and Secretary Kantor
had finished the mission; an Irish athlete who
thanked me for our efforts to bring peace
in Northern Ireland; a Palestinian athlete
who said that he came from a very old peo-
ple, but they never had an Olympic team
until they made peace with Israel, and that
many people wanted to keep that peace.

This responsibility is great, and I know it
weighs heavily on many Americans. But we
should embrace this responsibility because at
this point in time no one else can do what
we can do to advance peace and freedom
and democracy and because it is necessary
at this point in time for our own peace and
freedom and prosperity.
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As we remember the centennial Olympics,
the weeks of courage and triumph, the won-
der of the world’s youth bound together by
the rules of the game in genuine mutual re-
spect, let us resolve to work for a world that
looks more like that in the 21st century, to
stand strong against the moments of terror
that would destroy our spirit, to stand for the
values that have brought us so many bless-
ings, values that have made us at this pivotal
moment the indispensable nation.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:26 a.m. in the
Lisner Auditorium. In his remarks, he referred
to Stephen J. Trachtenberg, president, and Harry
Harding, dean, Elliott School of International Af-
fairs, George Washington University; former Sen.
George S. McGovern, of South Dakota; and John
Dorin, mayor of Montoursville, PA.

Remarks at a Ceremony Launching
the Paralympic Torch Relay
August 6, 1996

Thank you so much. First of all, welcome
to the White House. Welcome to the lawn.
Welcome to summertime.

I want to thank Al Mead and Andy Flem-
ing for being here today; and Randy Snow
and all the members of the 1996 U.S.
Paralympic Team. We are so delighted to
have you here, so excited that this is the be-
ginning of the torch relay. We know that the
torch that we launch here today will ignite
the world’s second largest sporting event and
the first Paralympic Games ever to be held
here in the United States.

I want to echo what has just been said.
It is very fitting that the torch was lit yester-
day by the eternal flame at the tomb of Dr.
Martin Luther King. His life has come to
symbolize the struggle and the promise, the
opportunity and the responsibility of our Na-
tion. This is the first time his flame has been
shared for any other purpose. And I’d like
to thank Coretta Scott King and Dexter King,
the entire King family, for sharing it with
these games. It is a remarkable statement
and an altogether fitting one. [Applause]
Thank you.

I know that our American team, many of
whom are gathered here today, and the other

teams around the world will thrill people all
around the world with their courage and
their achievements. And we will be reminded
everywhere, but especially here in the United
States, how much more we can accomplish
when all people everywhere are given the
chance to participate fully in our national life.

The people in these Olympics got here be-
cause they believed in themselves and
worked hard to achieve their goals. The orga-
nizing committee of the Atlanta Paralympic
Games, under the leadership of Andy Flem-
ing and Al Mead and many others here today,
have also worked very hard to make these
games the best ever. This year’s games are
the result of an unprecedented partnership
between the committee, the corporate com-
munity, and the Federal Government. And
APOC has done an outstanding job of edu-
cating corporate America about the value of
being associated with these games.

For the first time there will be network
television coverage. The dedication to these
games for the members of my own adminis-
tration I can tell you has been very heartfelt,
and I want to thank them. Education Sec-
retary Riley himself is now down on the Mall
waiting to receive the torch. The Vice Presi-
dent will have the great honor of declaring
the games open on August the 15th, and as
all of you know, there will now be more than
3,500 athletes there from 120 different na-
tions.

Our American team includes some of the
finest athletes and some of the finest individ-
uals in the world. Aimee Mullins, a student
at Georgetown, my alma mater, who is here
with us today, is the only disabled member
of an NCAA Division I track team. And I
thank her for being here and for her con-
tribution. She’s a world record holder in the
100 and 200 meter dashes and in the long
jump, and she’ll be competing in all three
of those events in Atlanta. Trischa Zorn is
a swimmer from Indiana who’s been compet-
ing since the age of 7 and has won more
than 30 Gold Medals in her career. Four-
teen-year-old LeAnn Shannon from Orange
Park, Florida, is the youngest member of our
team and the youngest member ever. At this
year’s trials, she finished first in the 100, 200,
400, and 800 meter races. The joys of youth.
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